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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The planning and delivery of a community engagement program was included in the 
proposal for participation in the English and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Panel 2019. 
Scatliff+Miller+Murray (SMM) lead the engagement program alongside of Wabigoon Lake 
Ojibway Nation (WLON) and KGS Group.

The community engagement program was the first formal introduction of the English and 
Wabigoon Rivers Remediation project to the WLON community-at-large. SMM developed a 
detailed Community Involvement Plan (CIP) to act as a guiding framework for the program 
which ran from September to December 2019. The CIP defined the goals and objectives for 
the overall engagement program and events which focused on meaningful engagement 
through sharing information. The CIP included a planning component and the execution of 
two in-community workshops. The timing of the workshops were coordinated to coincide 
with the work of the KGS technical team, who were actively sampling water and sediment 
as part of the Wabigoon Lake Background Environmental and Water Regime Study. 

The first workshop was an afternoon event held October 28, 2019 with approximately 30 
participants. Presentation boards introduced and provided information on two projects: 
the English and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Study and the Wabigoon Lake Study. The 
engagement team gathered information from the community to understand the impacts, 
concerns, and needs related to mercury contamination for them and the environment. 
Results were gathered via a series of interactive exercises, a comment form, and round-
table discussions. The main themes identified by the community were fish, value systems, 
environment, water quality, industrial monitoring, and human health. The information 
gathered by the engagement team helped inform and guide the content for Workshop #2.

The second workshop was an evening event held on November 27, 2019 with just over 30 
people participating, of which, 10 indicated that they had attended the first workshop. The 
information and exercises presented at Workshop #1 were repeated for new attendees and 
new content included a summary of what was heard at the first workshop, information about 
safe walleye consumption, the results from the KGS sampling program, and information on 
mercury and health. Take away items included a project handout and a bookmark with 
resources on mercury and health. An activity that identified what community members 
consume off the land provided information for possible future sampling studies.

Overall, the community and its members were very receptive to the information presented 
and actively participated in exercises and discussions. There is a desire from the community 
for more information sharing, studies, and continued engagement. The subject matter of the 
project is one that draws on emotion as it affects personal health, community traditions, and 
ways of life. The engagement teams’ main focus was to provide information that was easily 
understandable and to be empathetic listeners.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PLAN

A community involvement plan was developed to focus on a community engagement 
planning process and the consultation activities that took place from September until 
December 31, 2019. The community engagement process involved the Wabigoon Lake 
Ojibway Nation community by sharing information and ideas, and gathering their input 
about the project.

SMM believes that it is critical to implement an engagement strategy that fulfills the goals 
of the project, successfully communicates with the community and its members, and 
provides a clear message. The plan acts as a roadmap for all community engagement 
events with objectives, methods, details, communications required, and timelines. It 
highlights the tactics that will be employed to achieve goals.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
A Planning Committee was created to include: Tyson Williams, the WLON Project 
Coordinator; Alex Man, Cheryl Dixon and Sam Blatz from Scatliff+Miller+Murray (SMM); 
Jason Mann and Annie Dietrich from KGS Group; Robert Parenteau as a representative 
from WLON and the English and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Panel (EWRRP); and 
Chief Esther Pitchenese and Council Members. All project communication methods and 
materials were vetted through this group. Check-in Sessions with the group were valuable 
for bringing flexibility to the project in both timing and technique. Their input helped to 
ensure that project information was accessible to the community and its members and 
was suitable, consistent, and timely. SMM worked with the Planning Committee to ensure 
we were reaching out to the people effectively during the project and that our community 
engagement strategy and methods were on-track.

COMMUNITY PROFILE
SMM created a community profile to engage the community in this project. The profile 
organized community contacts to assist with promoting engagement activities. Workshop 
#1 acted to garner participation in the project. 
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OVERALL ENGAGEMENT GOALS 
The overall engagement goals include: 

• For the community and its members to have a better understanding of the project and 
to help choose a solution for remediation in the future

• To build capacity in the community for this and future environmental activities
• Ensure an open and transparent process with clear communication
• Provide opportunities for early and ongoing involvement and meaningful engagement
• Understand issues pertinent to this project
• Engage Elders and youth to gather insight into historically significant information 
• Obtain knowledge for current resources and land uses
• Gather information from the community and its members to identify any impacts to 

cultural or spiritual areas
• Gather information regarding any necessary changes to historical and current 

traditional practices
• Create an iterative process that is adaptable based on feedback, results, and 

evaluated targets

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PLAN
Wabigoon Lake Study

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PLAN
WABIGOON LAKE STUDY → Understanding mercury concentrations in Wabigoon Lake

Updated December 4, 2019
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Project Launch  -  October 28, 2019

C O M M U N I T Y  W O R K S H O P  # 1

1. COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1
The Community Involvement Plan for the Wabigoon Lake Study was developed to engage 
the Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation (WLON) community and its members by sharing 
information, and gathering their input on the project and the overall engagement process. 
The Kick-Off Workshop was a project launch event and acted as the first of two community 
events, both scheduled for Fall 2019. 

On Monday October 28, 2019, Scatliff + Miller + Murray (SMM) hosted an in-person 
community workshop and catered lunch at the WLON Conference Centre from 1:00 - 4:00 
pm. The Community Workshop was a ‘come & go’ format that followed opening words and 
prayer provided by Elder Bill Parenteau. Workshop attendees were greeted at an informal 
welcome table and were provided with a project introduction. They then circulated around 
the room to view presentation boards and participate in interactive exercises that focused 
on gathering information regarding their stories, interests, and concerns. Approximately 30 
participants viewed the presentation boards and 17 filled out a comment form providing 
information about their concerns and questions. A mapping exercise allowed participants 
to share locations for fishing. They also shared topics they wanted more information on at 
Workshop #2 and indicated on a large scale map where they live and where their family 
was from. 

The amount of information being presented was quite complex because it consisted of two 
projects: the English and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Study and the Wabigoon Lake 
Study. In order to help communicate this effectively, SMM created a unique identity for each 
project. This was achieved by creating a WLON logo for each project and colour coding the 
boards to help orient participants when viewing workshop materials.

1.1 Workshop Goals
The goals of the workshop were: to introduce the project to the community; garner early 
community involvement; foster project awareness; and understand the impacts and the 
community’s perspectives on the mercury contamination.

SUMMARY
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1.2 Key Objectives
Our team provided the following information to the community:

Our team listened to and gathered information such as:

ENGLISH AND WABIGOON RIVERS REMEDIATION STUDY: 
• Summary of the overall project (the region, the work of the Panel [the English 

and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Panel (EWRRP)], other communities, river 
system, all impacted parties)

• Brief overview of the problem (the mill, background, history)
• Explanation of what the project is all about (a study of the mercury 

contamination in the river system)
• Information on mercury and how it affects the ecosystem

WABIGOON LAKE STUDY:
• Project team profile
• Description of the KGS sampling program/process 
• Description of opportunities for future involvement for community members 
• Project timeline and next steps

• If and how the community and its members want to be more engaged in the project
• What they want to learn more about
• Input on needs, priorities, concerns, interests for: land, water, plants (e.g. Wild Rice), 

animal, bird, and fish communities 
• Worries about mercury
• Information about fishing areas
• What we can do in the sampling program to help comfort, ensure and assure we are 

not missing anything in our collection of information
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1.3 Event Promotion / Event Poster
The event was promoted throughout the community via a poster campaign, the WLON 
Facebook page, the WLON website, a radio media release on Dryden’s 92.7 CKDR, and an 
email invitation for Chief and Council.



COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1
WLON - WABIGOON LAKE STUDY - SUMMARY REPORT

7

1.4 Project Team Attendance: 
• WLON: Tyson Williams (Project Coordinator), Robert Parenteau 

(Resource Director and WLON’s representative on the EWRRP)
• KGS Group: Annie Dietrich (Senior Hydrogeological Engineer), Dan Leitch  

(Environmental Scientist)
• Scatliff+Miller+Murray: Alex Man (Geological Engineer), Cheryl Dixon and 

Sam Blatz (Public Engagement)

1.5 Presentation Boards: Workshop #1 
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2. WORKSHOP RESULTS

2.1 Workshop Participation 
Approximately 30 people attended the workshop and came to view presentation boards, 
to participate in exercises, and to discuss the project with the consultant team. Attendees 
took the time to fully read through the presentation boards and process the information. 
Tyson Williams encouraged participation and helped to facilitate conversations. Several 
Elders were extended an invitation to attend and their input was very valuable. There was 
group discussion around the maps for locations for fishing and wild rice habitat and most 
of the attendees were willing to participate and share information and their stories. Due 
to the moderate flow of attendees through the activity stations, it gave the project team 
the opportunity to talk to people and engage in longer conversations which resulted in a 
positive exchange of plenty of information.
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2.2 Mapping Activities A + B 
Participants were invited to place a sticker on a satellite image showing where they live in 
WLON (red dot = 7). Participants were also asked to indicate on a map which community 
they currently live in (green dot = 29) and which community their family is from (black 
dot = 8). The activities allowed the project team to determine who from the community 
participated in the workshop and where they were from. Since the impacts from mercury 
contamination vary from community to community, this information was helpful for the 
project team to understand the background and context of the project for participants. The 
results were as follows (refer to Appendix C for summary table):
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2.3 Fishing in Wabigoon Lake and River System - Activity C
This activity was performed for the project team to gain an understanding of the species 
of fish community members consume most often. This information will be useful to help 
determine the future education opportunities or further information gathering required to 
help with the communication on safe fish consumption. Some participants chose to put one 
star and others chose to select multiple species. The results were as follows:

Walleye was the most popular with 12 stars (43%) followed by Whitefish with 6 stars 
(21%), Pike with 4 stars (14%) and then Crappie and Lake Trout with 3 stars each (11%).
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2.4 Fishing Locations  -  Mapping Activity D

Participants were invited to 
discuss fishing around a table 
of maps and indicate locations 
where they like to fish. The maps 
were of many different scales in 
order to capture how far away 
people are traveling to fish in and 
around their traditional territory. 
Although some community 
members were hesitant to 
divulge their specific fishing 
spots at close scale, this activity 
allowed for many insightful 
conversations around fishing and 
hunting traditions and wild rice 
habitats.

The results were as follows: 19 
stars indicated fishing locations 
on 4 maps, including ice-fishing 
spots. Wild rice habitat areas 
were also recorded. 
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2.5 Let’s Learn More! - Activity E
The purpose of this activity was for the community to share ideas of what they would 
like to learn more about. It provided a way for the participants to see the feedback and 
suggestions that other community members provided in ‘real time’. Each idea was recorded 
on a post-it note by a member of the consultant team. Any information that others agreed 
with received a black dot. The results were as follows: 

THEME INFORMATION # of BLACK DOTS
WATER Contaminants in water/sediment → mix with mercury? 3
LAND Re-emission from soil → more point source pollution? 1

Effects on plants → wild rice 1
WILDLIFE Effects on wildlife?  Birds?  Bears? Beaver, muskrats, otters? 0

Moose eating water plants? 3
HEALTH Effect of cottage septic fields on wild rice and fish.  0

Sewage in Lake of the Woods → is it happening here? 2
Mercury testing for people 1
Treatments available for affected people? 1
Are side effects reversible? 0
Effects on pregnancy? 0
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2.6. Comment Form
Participants were encouraged to fill out the following 12 question feedback form. A total 
of 17 forms were completed. A few people began to fill out the comment forms prior 
to looking at the presentation boards, due to the location of the tables. Three fishing 
packages acted as draw prizes and each person who completed a comment form was 
entered into the draw. 
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The responses provided will help to inform the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop 
#2 in November as well as potential future projects with the community and its members.
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Community Workshop #1 Summary – October 28, 2019 
WLON 

Wabigoon Lake Study  
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17 completed Comment Forms were received. The responses provided will help to inform 
the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop #2 in November as well as potential future 
projects in the community. 
 
Comment Form Responses: 

 
1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 

 
Email Poster Word of 

Mouth 
Radio Facebook WLON 

website 
Other 

1 3 12 0 3 2 3 

  Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course 
 

2. Are you? 
 

Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

1 (6%) 4 (24%) 5 (29%) 6 (35%) 1 (6%) 

   (1 person did not respond) 
 

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%)  2 (12%) 
 

s 
4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%) 2 (12%) 

 
 

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area? 
 

Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned Not Sure 
10 (59%) 5 (29%) 2 (12%) 0 (0%) 

 
 

Community Workshop #1 Summary – October 28, 2019 
WLON 

Wabigoon Lake Study  
 

  
 

13 
 

17 completed Comment Forms were received. The responses provided will help to inform 
the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop #2 in November as well as potential future 
projects in the community. 
 
Comment Form Responses: 

 
1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 

 
Email Poster Word of 

Mouth 
Radio Facebook WLON 

website 
Other 

1 3 12 0 3 2 3 

  Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course 
 

2. Are you? 
 

Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

1 (6%) 4 (24%) 5 (29%) 6 (35%) 1 (6%) 

   (1 person did not respond) 
 

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%)  2 (12%) 
 

s 
4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%) 2 (12%) 

 
 

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area? 
 

Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned Not Sure 
10 (59%) 5 (29%) 2 (12%) 0 (0%) 

 
 

Community Workshop #1 Summary – October 28, 2019 
WLON 

Wabigoon Lake Study  
 

  
 

13 
 

17 completed Comment Forms were received. The responses provided will help to inform 
the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop #2 in November as well as potential future 
projects in the community. 
 
Comment Form Responses: 

 
1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 

 
Email Poster Word of 

Mouth 
Radio Facebook WLON 

website 
Other 

1 3 12 0 3 2 3 

  Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course 
 

2. Are you? 
 

Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

1 (6%) 4 (24%) 5 (29%) 6 (35%) 1 (6%) 

   (1 person did not respond) 
 

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%)  2 (12%) 
 

s 
4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%) 2 (12%) 

 
 

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area? 
 

Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned Not Sure 
10 (59%) 5 (29%) 2 (12%) 0 (0%) 

 
 

Community Workshop #1 Summary – October 28, 2019 
WLON 

Wabigoon Lake Study  
 

  
 

13 
 

17 completed Comment Forms were received. The responses provided will help to inform 
the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop #2 in November as well as potential future 
projects in the community. 
 
Comment Form Responses: 

 
1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 

 
Email Poster Word of 

Mouth 
Radio Facebook WLON 

website 
Other 

1 3 12 0 3 2 3 

  Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course 
 

2. Are you? 
 

Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

1 (6%) 4 (24%) 5 (29%) 6 (35%) 1 (6%) 

   (1 person did not respond) 
 

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%)  2 (12%) 
 

s 
4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%) 2 (12%) 

 
 

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area? 
 

Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned Not Sure 
10 (59%) 5 (29%) 2 (12%) 0 (0%) 

 
 

Community Workshop #1 Summary – October 28, 2019 
WLON 

Wabigoon Lake Study  
 

  
 

13 
 

17 completed Comment Forms were received. The responses provided will help to inform 
the goals, objectives, and content of Workshop #2 in November as well as potential future 
projects in the community. 
 
Comment Form Responses: 

 
1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 

 
Email Poster Word of 

Mouth 
Radio Facebook WLON 

website 
Other 

1 3 12 0 3 2 3 

  Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course 
 

2. Are you? 
 

Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

1 (6%) 4 (24%) 5 (29%) 6 (35%) 1 (6%) 

   (1 person did not respond) 
 

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%)  2 (12%) 
 

s 
4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

15 (88%) 0 (0%) 2 (12%) 

 
 

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area? 
 

Very Concerned Concerned Not Concerned Not Sure 
10 (59%) 5 (29%) 2 (12%) 0 (0%) 

 
 

1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)?

2. Are you?

3. Do you understand the reasons for this project?

4. Was the information presented here today helpful to you?

5. How concerned are you about the effects of mercury in the Wabigoon Lake area?

Responses for “Other” included: Meeting, WOLB, BEAHR Course

Comment Form Responses (Refer to Appendix A for raw data):

6. Please share your concerns or questions:

The majority of concerns identified revolved around consuming fish and mercury 
contamination / effects in fish, other wildlife, plant life, food sources, people, and water.
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11. Did you have an opportunity to talk to the Project Team here today?

12. Please provide any other comments you have regarding today’s Community Workshop Event:

The responses indicated the workshop was interesting and well-received.

7. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for this 
study?

The responses to this question shared suggestions on communicating with other researchers 
to help understand the mercury issues, testing people, testing levels, and identified further 
concerns about water pollution.  

8. What information would you like us to provide to you at the next Community Workshop 
in November?

The majority of answers requested information about: past and present testing and sampling 
for animals, fish, water; details on the effect on the WLON community and other nearby 
communities; fish consumption; and how to fix the problem. 

9. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury 
contamination to cultural or spiritual amenities in your community?

The majority of responses described the negative impacts on water, the decrease in the 
amount of fish they consume due to fear, the effects on medicinal herbs near water, and the 
effect of animals. 

10. What should the priorities be for future mercury related studies?

The responses indicated more monitoring / testing of fish, wildlife, medicinal and other 
plants, levels of mercury, understanding of safe levels, monitoring of industry and chemicals 
used (including the mill), extent of damage, community engagement, and remediation.

Yes No Not Sure

16 (94%) 1 (6%) 0 (0%)
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2.7 Overall Feedback 
The consultant team felt very welcomed by participants and the conversations around the 
lunch tables and mapping tables were meaningful with much insight and personal stories 
being shared.

Event Photos - Workshop #1
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Event Photos - Workshop #1
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C O M M U N I T Y  W O R K S H O P  # 2

1. COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2
The second Community Workshop for the Wabigoon Lake Study was developed to engage 
the Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation (WLON) community and its members by sharing the 
information that was gathered at the first Community Workshop, presenting findings from 
the fall sampling programs, and identifying additional community priorities.

On Wednesday, November 27, 2019, Scatliff + Miller + Murray (SMM) hosted a community 
dinner and workshop at the WLON Conference Centre. Dinner began at 5pm with 
opening words and prayer provided by Elder Paul Watts. Following dinner, SMM gave 
a brief introduction to the workshop format to orient participants to the information 
being presented. Just over 30 people attended and circulated through the workshop. The 
presentation boards were divided into two sections. The first section of boards repeated 
the information presented at Workshop #1 (for those who could not attend the first 
meeting). This included the project background for the English and Wabigoon Rivers 
Remediation Study and the mapping exercises to record where people live and fish. The 
second half of the presentation boards focused on providing new information specific to 
the Wabigoon Lake Study and gathering data about what participants consume off the 
land. Although some participants attended both workshops, there were many new faces at 
the workshop and the team was able to provide them with an overall understanding of the 
work that has been done to date.

1.1 Workshop Goals
The goals of the workshop were: to present ‘what we heard’ from particpants at Workshop 
#1 on October 28, 2019, present findings from the fall sampling programs, and identify 
additional community priorities.

SUMMARY
Community Workshop #2  -  November 27, 2019
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1.2 Key Objectives
The content for the second workshop was influenced by the information gathered at the 
first workshop. Engagement tools such as comment forms, participatory exercises, and 
discussions identified topics the community and its members wanted to learn more about 
including concerns about fish, the environment, water quality, industrial monitoring and 
human health. These topics guided the key workshop objectives including to:

• Present a summary of key concerns and interests, provide a direct link to some of the 
answers on the presentation boards, and identify concerns that the team hopes to 
address in future engagements

• Provide a better understanding of the amount of fish they can consume
• Provide greater detail on sampling processes from September and October including 

results of the testing
• Provide information on mercury and the health effects, testing, and resources 
• Foster involvement in the project
• Obtain feedback on our process
• Review next steps
• Respond to comments and questions

1.3 Event Promotion / Event Poster
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The event was promoted throughout the community via a poster campaign, the WLON 
Facebook page, the WLON website, a radio media release on Dryden’s 92.7 CKDR, and 
an email invitation for Chief and Council.

1.4 Project Team Attendance: 
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• WLON: Tyson Williams (Project Coordinator), 
• KGS Group: Annie Dietrich (Senior Hydrogeological Engineer),
• Scatliff+Miller+Murray: Alex Man (Geological Engineer), Cheryl Dixon and 

Sam Blatz (Public Engagement)

1.5 Presentation Boards - Workshop #2
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2. WORKSHOP RESULTS

2.1 Workshop Participation
Just over 30 people viewed the presentation boards and participated in the workshop 
exercises. Some attendees, who could not attend the first workshop, indicated that the 
information provided was the first they had ever heard about the mercury contamination 
in the English and Wabigoon River system. They found the situation upsetting and were 
eager to learn all the facts. Due to the concentrated flow of participants coming to view the 
presentation boards at once, it was difficult to ensure that the engagement team could talk 
to everyone at each board. Regardless, there were plenty of questions, explanations, and 
conversations after the participants read the information. The ‘where you live’ and ‘where 
you fish’ mapping stations provided a good opportunity for round-table discussions. Many 
participants gathered at the ‘Learn about Walleye Consumption’ board to learn practical 
information from the Province of Ontario’s Guide to Eating Fish in Ontario. The engagement 
team used the example of recommended walleye consumption in Dinorwic Lake with 
illustrated fish and fillet portions to help communicate the safe monthly consumption 
guidelines.

2.2. Mapping Activities A + B
Participants (that could not attend Workshop #1), were invited to place a sticker on a 
satellite image showing where they live in WLON (yellow dot = 5). Participants were also 
asked to indicate on a map which community they currently live in (red = 7) and which 
community their family is from (blue dot = 9). The activities allowed the project team to 
determine who from the community participated in the workshop and where they were 
from. The results were consistent with Workshop #1. The results were as follows (refer to 
Appendix C for summary table for both October 27 and November 28, 2019): 
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2.3 Project Handout
At the first community workshop, one attendee mentioned to SMM that a handout would 
be appreciated to provide information that could be read later. A 5.5” x 8" was developed 
for the second workshop that introduced the two projects, provide a project schedule, and 
shared some key project facts. Participants indicated that the handout was helpful and 
that it could be brought home to share with family members.
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2.4. Fishing Locations - Mapping Activity D
Participants (that did not attend Workshop #1) were invited to discuss fishing around a 
table of maps and indicate locations where they like to fish. An additional 12 locations 
were recorded. Results are are as follows:
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2.5 Mercury and Health
SMM prepared a presentation board that provided basic information on testing for 
mercury poisoning and highlighted the available online resources for people to find further 
information on mercury and the health effects of exposure to mercury. In order to make this 
information easily accessible, SMM created 2.5” x 8.5” bookmarks that listed the Health 
Canada and Province of Ontario websites for ease of reference.
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2.6 What do you consume off the land? - Activity F
The purpose of this exercise was for participants to share the types of meat, fowl, 
medicinal plants, berries, or other plants that they consume a lot or a little so that the team 
could gather an indication of additional items to be tested for levels of mercury in future 
proposals. 

The results were as follows: 
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CATEGORY TYPE Consume a lot  
(red dot)

Consume a little 
(green dot)

Meat

Moose 8 4

Beaver 2 5

Muskrat 1 4

Rabbit 3 4

Caribou 0 1

Bear 1 1

Deer 1 1

Fowl

Duck 4 4

Geese 0 1

Partridge 6 3

Wild Turkey 1 1

Spruce Hen 1 2

Medicinal Plants
(for tea)

Wiike (Weekay) 8 5

Cedar 6 4

Lily Pad Root 6 2

Berries

Pin Cherry 3 2

Choke Cherry 5 2

Saskatoon 3 3

Blueberry 9 5

Strawberry 6 4

High Bush Cranberry 3 3

Raspberry 8 2

Other Plants
Wild Rice 9 4

Mushrooms 0 1

Other Dirt 1 0
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2.7 Comment Form
Participants were encouraged to fill out the following 12 question feedback form. A total 
of 20 forms were completed. Two outdoor supply packages acted as draw prizes and each 
person who completed a comment form was entered into the draw.
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Comment Form Responses (Refer to Appendix B For Raw Data):Comment Form Responses: 
 

1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)? 
 

Email Poster Word of 
Mouth 

Radio Facebook WLON 
website 

Other 

0 2 10 0 3 1 8 

 
Responses for “Other” included: family, Tyson Williams (4), another community member, and 
one person saw the cars parked at the Conference Centre and came to see what was going on. 

 
2. Are you? 

 
Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ 

0 (0%) 7 (35%) 4 (20%) 8 (40%) 

    
 

3. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

19 (95%) 0 (0%)  1 (5%) 
 

 
4. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

17 (85%) 0 (0%) 3 (15%) 

 
 
 

5. Did you have an opportunity to talk to the Project Team here today? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

17 (85%) 1 (5%) 0 (0%)
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3. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

19 (95%) 0 (0%)  1 (5%) 
 

 
4. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 

17 (85%) 0 (0%) 3 (15%) 

 
 
 

5. Did you have an opportunity to talk to the Project Team here today? 
 

Yes No Not Sure No response 

17 (85%) 1 (5%) 0 (0%) 2 (10%) 
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Other 
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Responses for “Other” included: family, Tyson Williams (4), another community member, and 
one person saw the cars parked at the Conference Centre and came to see what was going on. 

 
2. Are you? 

 
Under 18 19-40 41-59 60+ No response 

0 (0%) 7 (35%) 4 (20%) 8 (40%) 1 (5%) 

    
 

3. Was the information presented here today helpful to you? 
 

Yes No Not Sure 

19 (95%) 0 (0%)  1 (5%) 
 

 
4. Do you understand the reasons for this project? 

 
Yes No Not Sure 
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5. Did you have an opportunity to talk to the Project Team here today? 
 

Yes No Not Sure No response 

17 (85%) 1 (5%) 0 (0%) 2 (10%) 

 
 
 
 

1. How did you hear about this Community Workshop (check all that apply)?

2. Are you?

4. Do you understand the reasons for this project?

3. Was the information presented here today helpful to you?

5. Did you have an opportunity to talk to the Project Team here today?

 
 

6. Was the information shared today about consuming Walleye helpful? 
 

Yes No Not Sure No response 

18 (90%) 0 (0%) 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 

 
The comments for this question revolved around wanting to know the amount of mercury in 
water, more statistics, see images of contaminated fish, and know the mercury levels for 
other lakes. 

 

 
7. Did you attend Workshop #1 on October 28 for this project and complete a 

Comment Form? 
 

Yes No No response 

10 (50%) 8 (40%) 2 (10%) 

 
 

8. Please share your concerns or questions about this project 
 
The comments revolved around fish consumption now and for future generations, mercury 
poisoning, mercury levels, lack of any past information sharing with the community on this 
issue, and the amount of mercury buried and yet to be found. 
 

9. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for 
this study? 

 
The comments revolved around concerns for mercury testing for people, environmental 
impacts, health effects of mercury on health, and the desire to learn more. 
 

10. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury 
contamination to cultural or spiritual amenities in your community? 
 
Many responses indicated they were not sure at this time and others indicated multiple 
generations of impacts; impacts to food, fish and drinking water; and the significant effects 
on communities downstream. 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Was the informtaion shared today about consuming Walleye helpful?

Responses for “Other” included: family, Tyson Williams (4), another community member, and one 
person saw the cars parked at the Conference Centre and came to see what was going on.

The comments for this question revolved around wanting to know the amount of mercury in water, 
more statistics, see images of contaminated fish, and know the mercury levels for other lakes.



COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2
WLON - WABIGOON LAKE STUDY - SUMMARY REPORT

47

 
 

6. Was the information shared today about consuming Walleye helpful? 
 

Yes No Not Sure No response 

18 (90%) 0 (0%) 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 

 
The comments for this question revolved around wanting to know the amount of mercury in 
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Many responses indicated they were not sure at this time and others indicated multiple 
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7. Did you attend Workshop #1 on October 28 for this project and complete a Comment Form?

8. Please share your concerns or questions about this project

The comments revolved around fish consumption now and for future generations, mercury 
poisoning, mercury levels, lack of any past information sharing with the community on this issue, 
and the amount of mercury buried and yet to be found. 

9. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for this study?

The comments revolved around concerns for mercury testing for people, environmental impacts, 
health effects of mercury on health, and the desire to learn more. 

10. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury contamination to 
cultural or spiritual amenities in your community?

Many responses indicated they were not sure at this time and others indicated multiple generations 
of impacts; impacts to food, fish and drinking water; and the significant effects on communities 
downstream. 

11. What should the priorities be for future mercury related studies?

Responses identified more studies; remediation to remove mercury from water system; the need 
for resources for safety, health, and symptom checking; more information sharing, and to learn the 
effects on the environment.  

12. Please provide any other comments you have regarding today’s Community Workshop Event:

Responses indicated that they learned a lot, but want to know more information such as: 
mercury amounts in drinking water; mercury levels in other lakes; and to learn the effects on the 
environment, and the effect on their health being exposed to mercury without any knowledge all 
these years.
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2.8. Overall Feedback
All presentation boards were left with Tyson Williams. The event was a success with keen 
participation by the people who attended throughout the evening.

Event Photos - Workshop #2
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Event Photos - Workshop #2



A P P E N D I X  A

WORKSHOP #1 
COMMENT FORM LONG ANSWER

RAW DATA (AS WRITTEN BY PARTICIPANTS)

6.  Please share your concerns or questions:

• Fish contamination
• What are the long term effects of steadily eating fish with minor doses of 

methyl mercury?
• More info on how much the water is damaged
• I’ve always been concerned about the environment, water quality being 

one of the most important, of course air, land, trees, other plant life are 
equally important

• I did with the staff of this study
• More information
• Would be good to know the actual amount of mercury in our waters and 

wildlife and its effects on us!  Dangers if any?  
• Concerns the effect it’ll have on traditional food sources and medicinal 

plants for local communities, and surrounding communities
• How far up the food chain is this going?  Are plants like wild rice up-

taking the mercury?
• 100 years too late
• A handout would be helpful.  I’m not able to focus running after my son, 

handouts could allow me to read at my leisure
• Are there any impacts to plants and animals in our area?
• Would this affect the community of Lac Seul? 
• Media to share the concerns frequently and openly- traditional ground 

are everywhere in hunting or trapping areas for concerns with non-
aboriginals too.  It is of impact to everyone.



7. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for 
this study?

• Perhaps following along or communicating with others that are 
researching or making progress with the understanding of methyl 
mercury and mercury in general

• Where can I go to get tested?
• I would be helping in any way possible
• Testing for our people
• Check the rise
• Stop polluting the water
• Is mercury the only concern?

8. What information would you like us to provide to you at the next Community 
Workshop in November?

• Animal, fish studies
• Maybe results from past water samples.  This is personal because I’ve 

done water sampling and get to see results and what it means
• More tests
• Effects of chemicals dumped into lakes, creeks, streams, rivers and the 

land that is sacred to Anishinaabe Peoples
• More on the info, someone to explain
• Does the mercury contamination affect us here, upstream from the mill?
• The concentration levels of mercury in the water system and how that 

affects us
• How many fish can I eat?
• Could it be fixed?
• Handouts
• More of how much is found in charts for each community



9. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury 
contamination to cultural or spiritual amenities in your community?

• Some people don’t eat as much fish anymore because they are scared.  
Fish are a big part of our traditional ways

• Yes
• Mercury and other chemicals dumped irresponsibly by people who have 

a totally different value system from the Anishinabe Nation
• Not sure
• Can’t eat the fish
• Impacts to medicinal herbs that grow in or near water
• Not personally
• The impact of mercury has had a negative impact on the water. Many 

medicinal plants may have been impacted as well. Also, those animals 
that feed from

• Hudson Mill - if the lake around the area is contaminated?
• Not in our community but dumping vehicles in the lake or history of pulp 

in the lake in the 30’s and 40’s

10. What should the priorities be for future mercury related studies?

• Fish and wildlife
• Monitoring the levels of methyl mercury and determining a level that is 

relatively safe and how to maintain it at that particular level
• Closer monitoring of chemicals used by industries
• Testing wildlife
• Clean up
• Continuous monitoring of the mill and its practices
• Aquatic plants and animals - where does the mercury concentration start 

and end and where does the mercury stop being found?
• Community engagement and informed voters
• Cleanup
• Study if there are any negative impacts to medicinal plants or important 

feed plants that may have been impacted by mercury
• Serious effects of the chemical was flowing down on



12. Please provide any other comments you have regarding today’s Community 
Workshop Event:

• Not at this time
• Nothing at this time but I’ll study further
• Was interesting, I’m aware of the present concerns
• Lunch was good
• Let people go through the posters before asking a bunch of questions
• Good



A P P E N D I X  B

WORKSHOP #2 
COMMENT FORM LONG ANSWER

RAW DATA (AS WRITTEN BY PARTICIPANTS)

6.  Was the information shared today about consuming Walleye helpful?

• How much mercury is in our water?
• Actual pictures of contaminated fish?
• More stats on mercury levels.
• Mercury levels from Mennin Lake mining site.
• Video.
• To know about meeting.

8. Please share your concerns or questions about this project

• Concerned about younger generations. Children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and their consumption of fish in the future.

• I’m worried that there is not enough info, and also not enough people 
aware.

• Harmful affects to people.
• Not enough people are aware.
• Mercury is always a concern to this community.
• More information is always helpful.
• Why didn’t they inform us about the mercury in our water system before 

today. If we were told long ago, some health reasons could’ve been dealt 
with long ago. Kinda pissed about it sorry.

• Mercury poisoning.
• Glad I was able to attend and gather info.
• How many more barrels of mercury are still not found?

 
 

6. Was the information shared today about consuming Walleye helpful? 
 

Yes No Not Sure No response 

18 (90%) 0 (0%) 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 

 
The comments for this question revolved around wanting to know the amount of mercury in 
water, more statistics, see images of contaminated fish, and know the mercury levels for 
other lakes. 

 

 
7. Did you attend Workshop #1 on October 28 for this project and complete a 

Comment Form? 
 

Yes No No response 

10 (50%) 8 (40%) 2 (10%) 

 
 

8. Please share your concerns or questions about this project 
 
The comments revolved around fish consumption now and for future generations, mercury 
poisoning, mercury levels, lack of any past information sharing with the community on this 
issue, and the amount of mercury buried and yet to be found. 
 

9. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for 
this study? 

 
The comments revolved around concerns for mercury testing for people, environmental 
impacts, health effects of mercury on health, and the desire to learn more. 
 

10. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury 
contamination to cultural or spiritual amenities in your community? 
 
Many responses indicated they were not sure at this time and others indicated multiple 
generations of impacts; impacts to food, fish and drinking water; and the significant effects 
on communities downstream. 
 
 
 
 
 



9. What other information would you like to share with us that would be helpful for 
this study?

• Mercury level testing for people.
• How it impacts the environment.
• More info about what we need to know about what it does to health. Just 

thinking of our younger kids.
• Learn more.

10. Can you describe if there have been any significant impacts from the mercury 
contamination to cultural or spiritual amenities in your community?

• Yes, for estimated three generations in my experience.
• Not sure
• Not known.
• Not known.
• Just about our food (fish, drinking water).
• Not too sure.
• People downstream live in community who have been effected by this.

11. What should the priorities be for future mercury related studies?

• Find ways to clean the lakes, rivers, streams and rid the lakes, rivers and 
creeks of mercury forever.

• More resources on how to check for symptoms.
• Have more info sessions to inform more people.
• Effects on environment.
• More studies.
• Just everything we need to know about for the safety of our babies and 

elders.
• More info is gathered and shared.
• Fixing the problem.



12. Please provide any other comments you have regarding today’s Community 
Workshop Event:

• You didn’t get back to how much mercury is in our water.
• Not at this time.
• Test Wabigoon Lake drinking water.
• It was a good presentation.
• Mercury levels from Mennin Lake would be good to know (old mine site).
• Learned a lot today.
• Want to know how it will affect our bodies from drinking and bathing in it 

for some time now, without knowing. Nothing! Till now!



A P P E N D I X  C

WORKSHOP #1+2
MAPPING ACTIVITIES COMBINED DATA

Community OCTOBER 28 NOVEMBER 27
CURRENTLY LIVE FAMILY MEMBERS 

FROM
CURRENTLY 

LIVE
FAMILY MEMBERS 

FROM
Green Dots Black Dots Red Dots Blue Dots

Wabaseemoong First 
Nation

2 1 0 0

Kenora 2 0 0 2

Grassy Narrows First 
Nation

2 0 0 0

Eagle Lake First Nation 2 2 0 1

Dryden 2 0 0 1

Wabigoon Town 4 0 2 1

Dinorwic 3 1 0 2

Wabigoon Lake Ojibway 
Nation

8 3 5 2

Other Communities 4 1 0 0


